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REPORT OF THE THIRD SEMINAR OF PROJECT E-TOILE  
UNDER THE EUROPEAN PROGRAMME GRUNDTVIG 

 
 

RUSSIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE IN TEACHING RAF FOR ADULTS 
LESSONS OF THE RUSSIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE 

 
On 27 until 30 April 2013 platform RusSchool (Netherlands), with support from the European 
program GRUNDTVIG, held an international seminar in the framework of the European project " 
Mobile language teaching: Active pedagogy in teaching Russian as a foreign language for adults in 
Europe (E-toile). The seminar was held at the House of Europe (The Hague). 
 
Project coordinators: 
Igor Zhukovsky - Ph.D., Associate Professor, President of the Association of Russian-Aquitaine 
Zhukovskaja Antonina - Excellence in Education of the Russian Federation, Head of the Russian 
language courses (Bordeaux) 
 
The seminar was attended by:  
France - The Association of Russian-Aquitaine, Bordeaux 
Finland - Dolores Interactive Training, Helsinki 
Hungary - the Association in support of Russian language and culture, Budapest 
Netherlands - Platform RusSchool, Rotterdam 
Poland - Society "Russian House", Warsaw 
Sweden - Högskolan Dalarna, Falun 
United Kingdom - Russian Language Centre, London 
 
Among the participants of the event: the coordinators of the project, Russian teachers, specialists of 
the Russian language, students studying Russian as a foreign language. 
 
The seminar started with a tour of the Hermitage (Amsterdam). 
 

Now an academician, now a hero, 
Now a seafarer, now a carpenter, 

He, with an all-encompassing soul, 
Was on the throne an eternal worker. 

A. S. Pushkin  
 
During the opening of the Year of Russia-Holland 2013, a major exhibition dedicated to Peter I 
(1672-1725), Russian tsar-reformer, was held at the Hermitage on the Amstel. 
 
The exhibition depicts the image of extraordinary, active and inquisitive Russian tsar. Ascended the 
throne at the age of seventeen, he was determined to modernize the country. He was able to 
reorganize the armed forces, reform the church, expand the trade and industry, to improve education 
and health care. Peter I turned Russia into a mighty European power by building a new Russian 
capital city: St. Petersburg - a "window to Europe". From a young age the king was collecting art, 
including works by Rembrandt, thus laying the foundation for the future collection of the Hermitage 
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in St. Petersburg. Historical artifacts, paintings, gold jewelry, antiques, weapons and unique papers 
presented at the exhibition, tell the story of the life of this inimitable king. 
 
Gold, Rembrandt, blood, drama, ambition, love and war ... it's all Peter I! The coordinators of the 
European project in the Netherlands made sure that the delegation was accompanied by a Russian 
speaking guide. The visitors not only had the opportunity to a lot about Peter I, but also to ask 
questions to the guide. 
 
During a visit to the house of Peter (Zaandam), an experienced teacher of Russian language, Olga 
Breedfeld (Netherlands) has successfully conducted a master class with students learning Russian as 
a foreign language. 
 
Together with the teachers, students sang Russian songs, closing with a visit to Amsterdam and The 
Hague. 
 
The next day, as suggested by the organizers, a seminar was held at the House of Europe in The 
Hague. 
 
Introductory word:  
Igor Zhukovsky - Ph.D., Associate Professor, Coordinator of the project;  
Antonina Zhukovskaja - Excellence in Education of the Russian Federation, project coordinator; 
Olga Shterenshis - member of the European projects from the Netherlands, the coordinator of the 
project in the Netherlands. 
 
With great interest of such an important event, the organizers of the event facilitated an introduction 
opportunity for all participants, led by an experienced teacher Antonina Zhukovsky. 
 
A Master class “Forms of the verb” was held by Julia Meek from the UK. 
 
Everyone also took part in the "European kaleidoscope" quiz "on Russian tracks in Europe," and the 
game "word-travelers" which was presented by Ph.D., Associate Professor, Coordinator of the 
project Igor Zhukovsky. 
 
As promised during the second stage of the educational project E-toile in Poland Cand.Phil.Sci 
Wojciech Sosnowski, held a lesson in the House of Europe in The Hague. Head of the Department 
of Russian Language TION Warsaw University, Wojciech Sosnowski, was also a great asset during 
the event. 
 
During the workshop, teachers had the opportunity to present their experience in the use of 
European Russian cultural heritage in the classroom trials. Igor Zhukovsky noted the importance 
and relevance of the theme of the Russian cultural heritage in the classroom, trials arising from the 
operator International research conducted in different countries. He recalled that the subject has 
evolved members of the previous project SAIL, in which was set up collection of texts and an 
interactive map that can be used by teachers of a foreign language. 
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On the same day in the House of Europe in The Hague, an opening of the photo exhibition "Queen 
Beatrix and the European Parliament" was held, for which Olga Shterenshis - Head of the 
Coordination Council of Russian Compatriots incorporated in the Netherlands, a member of the 
Commission of the European projects from the Netherlands, was invited. Olga Shterenshis arranged 
that all members of the international seminar under Euro project E-toile took part in that event and 
had the opportunity to see the wonderful pictures. The photo exhibition was opened by the Dutch 
MEP Wim van den Camp. 
 
The day ended at the restaurant "Alexander" (The Hague), where members of the international 
seminar were able to communicate in Russian. 
 
It has become a tradition during the dinner to pronounce the phrase "I love the Russian language." 
in the languages of the Member States of the European.  
 
In a solemn ceremony, all participants were awarded certificates. 
 
"I am very pleased to note that our Dutch partners, led by Olga Shterenshis, remarkably organized 
the workshop, which highlighted the problems of teaching Russian cultural heritage in the 
classroom trials" - said the coordinator of the project, Ph.D., Associate Professor, President of the 
Association of Russian Atlantique Igor Zhukovsky. 
 
Coordinators and participants sincerely thanked all the Dutch partners for the excellent organization 
of the international seminar and wished further success in future projects! 


