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The use of interactive methods of teaching Russian as a foreign language 

 

On 21-22 June 2013 the Russian secondary school " Pupils of Pythagoras" in 

Limassol (Cyprus) hosted the sixth stage of the European project "E-toile" under 

the Grundtvig program. 

 

The seminar was attended by: 

 

Cyprus - l'école " Pupils of Pythagoras school LTD" 

Spain - Centro de Lenua y Cultura Rusa A.Pushkin 

France - association Russie-Aquitaine 

UK - The Russian Language Centre 

Italy - association "Russky dom- Italia" 

Poland - association Rosyjski Dom 

 

The theme of the seminar in Cyprus has not been chosen randomly. Elena 

Papadimitriou, the Director of " Pupils of Pythagoras," told how all the classes 

were equipped with interactive whiteboards, and teachers were trained and began 

to explore the new possibilities opened up. 

 

Anna Pronina, a teacher of Russian as a foreign language (Limassol, Cyprus), held 

an open master class and showed to seminar participants tremendous opportunities 

of interactive learning. She compiled few presentations for RAFL lessons for 

different levels, and they were given to those planning to use these technical tools 

in their own countries. Some of the participants gladly took place in the class 

assignments. 

 

The main master class was continued with the performances of Natalia 

Petrovskaya (Madrid, Spain) on the use of interactive methods on phonetic lessons, 



and Victoria Novikova (London, UK) on the use of video in RAFL teaching as a 

means of forming sociocultural competence. 

 

Upon the request of the project participants, this seminar has opened a discussion 

about the psychological aspects in teaching of foreign languages to an adult 

audience. Wojtek Sosnowski (Warsaw, Poland) covered this topic, completing the 

first part of the seminar. 

 

Antonina and Igor Zhukovsky, the coordinators of the project, spoke at the 

seminar, describing the results of work in the first year and about the specifics of 

writing an interim report. 

 

 Traditionally, each seminar holds a lively discussion of the participants. This time 

it was dedicated to summarizing the first year of the project and preparing the next 

stages. 

 

Svetlana Kotikova (Milan, Italy) informed all the participants about the 

organization of the forthcoming language training for students in October. 

 

In the evening, the organizers offered a tasting of rich traditional Cypriot cuisine, 

and the next day gave all the participants an unforgettable experience -a visit to the 

most famous Orthodox shrines of the island. 

 

During the bus trip which lasted 12 hours, the group visited the church of Saint 

Lazarus, in the church of St. John Lampadista and the exhibition of unique, newly 

discovered, Orthodox icons, as well as in the famous Monastery of Kykkos. The 

excursion was organized in close collaboration with Natalia and Valery Zykov, 

founders of the pilgrimage center in Larnaka. 

 

The next step of the project will be held in Helsinki in September, with the 

discussion of  the features of teaching RAFL in business sphere. 
 

 


